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Subpart A—General

§11.101 Purpose of regulations.

(a) These regulations provide—

(1) A means of determining the quali-
fications an applicant must possess to
be eligible for an officer endorsement
as a staff officer, deck officer, engineer,
pilot, or radio officer on merchant ves-
sels, or for an endorsement to operate
uninspected passenger vessels; and

(2) A means of determining that an
applicant is competent to serve as a
master, chief mate, officer in charge of
a navigational watch, chief engineer
officer, second engineer officer (first
assistant engineer), officer in charge of
an engineering watch, designated duty
engineer, or radio operator, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Inter-
national Convention on Standards of
Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as
amended (STCW), and other laws, and
to receive the appropriate endorsement
as required by STCW.

(b) With few exceptions, these regula-
tions do not specify or restrict officer
endorsements to particular types of
service such as tankships, freight ves-
sels or passenger vessels. However,
each officer credentialed under this
part must become familiar with the
relevant characteristics of a vessel
prior to assuming their duties. As ap-
propriate, these characteristics include
but are not limited to: general arrange-
ment of the vessel; maneuvering char-

§11.102

acteristics; proper operation of the in-
stalled navigation equipment; fire-
fighting and lifesaving equipment; sta-
bility and loading characteristics;
emergency duties; and main propulsion
and auxiliary machinery, including
steering gear systems and controls.

(c) The regulations in subpart C of
this part prescribe the requirements
applicable to—

(1) Bach approved training course, if
the training course is to be acceptable
as a partial substitute for service or for
a required examination, or as training
required for a particular officer en-
dorsement; and

(2) All training and assessment asso-
ciated with meeting the standards of
competence established by STCW.

[CGD 81-059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by CGD 95-062, 62 FR 34528, June 26,
1997; USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 11235, Mar. 16,
2009]

§11.102 Incorporation by reference.

(a) Certain material is incorporated
by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition
other than that specified in this sec-
tion, the Coast Guard must publish a
notice of change in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and the material must be avail-
able to the public. All approved mate-
rial is available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at
NARA, call 202-741-6030 or go to http:/
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal regulations/
ibr locations.html. Also, it is available
for inspection at the Coast Guard, Of-
fice of Operating and Environmental
Standards (CG-5221), 2100 2nd St. SW.,
Stop 7126, Washington, DC 20593-7126,
202-372-1405 and is available from the
sources indicated in this section.

(b) International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO), 4 Albert Embankment, Lon-
don SE1 7SR, England, telephone: + 44
(0)20 7735 7611, http://www.imo.org:

(1) The International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978,
as amended 1995 (the STCW Convention
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§§11.103-11.105

or the STCW), approved for incorpora-
tion by reference in §§11.202, 11.304,
11.901, 11.903, 11.1005, and 11.1105.

(2) The Seafarers’ Training, Certifi-
cation and Watchkeeping Code, as
amended 1995 (the STCW Code), ap-
proved for incorporation by reference
in §§11.202, 11.304, 11.603, 11.901, 11.903,
11.1005, and 11.1105.

[USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 11235, Mar. 16, 2009,
as amended by USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 39218,
Aug. 6, 2009; USCG-2009-0702, 74 FR 49224,
Sept. 25, 2009]

§§11.103-11.105 [Reserved]

§11.107

(a) This section lists the control
numbers assigned by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96—
511) for the reporting and record keep-
ing requirements in this part.

(b) The following control numbers
have been assigned to the sections indi-
cated:

(1) OMB 1625-0040-46 CFR 11.201,
11.202, 11.205, 11.470, 11.472, 11.474, 11.542,
and 11.544.

(2) OMB 1625-028-46 CFR 11.302, 11.303,
11.304, 11.480.

(3) OMB 1625-0079-46 CFR 11.304 and
11.309.

[CGD 81-059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended at 54 FR 133, Jan. 4, 1989; CGD 81-
059a, 556 FR 14799, Apr. 18, 1990; CGD 95-062, 62
FR 34529, June 26, 1997; USCG-2004-18884, 69
FR 58342, Sept. 30, 2004; USCG-2006-24371, 74
FR 11235, Mar. 16, 2009]

§§11.109-11.113 [Reserved]

Paperwork approval.

Subpart B—General Requirements
for Officer Endorsements

§11.201 Eligibility for officer endorse-
ments and STCW endorsements,
general.

(a) In addition to the requirements of
part 10 of this chapter, the applicant
for an officer endorsement, whether
original, renewal, duplicate, or raise of
grade, must establish to the satisfac-
tion of the Coast Guard that he or she
possesses all the qualifications nec-
essary (including but not limited to
age, experience, character references
and recommendations, physical health,
citizenship, approved training, passage

46 CFR Ch. | (10-1-09 Edition)

of a professional examination, a test
for dangerous drugs, and when required
by this part, a practical demonstration
of skills) before the Coast Guard will
issue a merchant mariner credential
(MMC).

(b) Except as provided in §11.467(h) of
this part, an applicant for an officer
endorsement must demonstrate an
ability to speak and understand
English as found in the navigation
rules, aids to navigation publications,

emergency equipment instructions,
machinery instructions, and radio-
telephone communications instruc-
tions.

(c) An applicant for an officer en-
dorsement must have at least three
months of qualifying service on vessels
of appropriate tonnage or horsepower
within the three years immediately
preceding the date of application.

(d) No officer endorsement may be
issued to any person who is not a cit-
izen of the United States with the ex-
ception of operators of uninspected
passenger vessels that are not docu-
mented under the laws of the United
States.

(e) Except as specified in this para-
graph, no officer endorsement may be
issued to a person who has not attained
the age of 21 years. The required evi-
dence of age may be established using
any of the items submitted to establish
citizenship set out in 49 CFR 1572.17 of
this chapter:

(1) An endorsement may be granted
to an applicant who has reached the
age of 19 years as:

(i) Master of near coastal, Great
Lakes and inland, inland, or river ves-
sels of 25-200 GRT;

(ii) Third mate;

(iii) Third assistant engineer;

(iv) Mate of vessels of 200-1,600 GRT;

(v) Ballast control operator (BCO);

(vi) Assistant engineer (MODU);

(vii) Assistant engineer of fishing in-
dustry vessels;

(viii) Mate (pilot) of towing vessels;

(ix) Radio officer;

(x) Assistant
oceans); or

(xi) Designated duty engineer of ves-
sels of not more than 4,000 horsepower.

(2) An endorsement may be granted
to an applicant who has reached the
age of 18 years as:

engineer (limited
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